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USMISSION GENEVA 

UNCLAS THE HAGUE 1310 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SNAR, NL 

SUBJECT: DRUG BILL PASSES SECOND CHAMBER 
REE: (A) THE HAGUE 0933; (B) THE HAGUE 1245 

1. SUMMARY: A SIZABLE MAJORITY OF THE SECOND CHAMBER 
VOTED PASSAGE OF THE NEW DRUG LEGISLATION MARCH 9, WITH 
ONLY TWO AMENDMENTS. U.S. INELUCENCE ON THE DUTCH 
ATTITUDE TOWARD NARCOTICS WAS NOTED BY A LEADING NEWS- 
PAPER ONE WEEK BEFORE THE VOTE. END SUMMARY. 
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ON HARD DRUGS AND LESSENING PENALTIES ON SOFT DRUGS WAS 
APPROVED BY A LARGE MAJORITY OF THE SECOND CHAMBER MARCH 
9. THE BILL GOES NEXT TO THE FIRST CHAMBER, WHICH IS 
ALSO LIKELY TO APPROVE IT. 

3. ONLY TWO AMENDMENTS WERE ADOPTED. ONE PROHIBITS 
PUBLICITY AIMED AT PROMOTING THE SALE AND SUPPLY OF ALL 
NARCOTICS, INCLUDING CANNABIS, EXCEPT FOR MEDIAL OR 
SCIENTIFIC PURPOSES. (THE AMENDMENT WAS AIMED AT THE 
WEEKLY RADIO BROADCASTS IN WHICH THE SON OF MINISTER OF 
HEALTH VORRINK ANNOUNCES THE MARKET PRICES OF DRUGS. 
JUSTICE MINISTER VAN AGT, WHO OPPOSED THE AMENDMENT, SAID, 
HOWEVER, THAT OBJECT OF THE BROADCASTS WAS NOT TO PROMOTE 
DURG CONSUMPTION.) THE OTHER CONTINUES THE CRIMINAL 
PENALTY FOR PERSONAL POSSESSION OF ANY AMOUNT OF HEMP 
PRODUCTS FOR PEOPLE CROSSING THE NETHERLANDS' INTER- 
NATIONAL FRONTIERS. THE SECOND AMENDMENT IS INTENDED 

TO ASSURE NEIGHBORING STATES THAT THEY WILL NOT ENCOUNTER 
PROBLEMS FROM THE DECRIMINALIZATION OF THE POSSESSION 
OF UNDER 30 GRAMS OF CANNABIS FOR PERSONAL USE. 

4. THE CHAMBER VOTED DOWN A RESOLUTION THAT WOULD 
HAVE INVITED THE GOVERNMENT TO SEEK CHANGES IN THE 
SINGLE CONVENTION LOOKING TOWARD EARLY LEGALIZATION 
OF CANNABIS. 

5. THE BILL, AS AMENDED, WAS OPPOSED ONLY THE THE 
CHRISTIAN HISTORICAL UNION, DS'70, SIX MEMBERS OF THE 
LIBERAL PARTY (INCLUDING MRS. VEDER, THE CHAIRMAN OF 
THE CHAMBER'S SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON DRUGS), AND SEVERAL 
SMALLER PARTIES. 

6. THE INFLUENCE OF THE U.S. ON THE NETHERLANDS' 

ATTITUDE TOWARD NARCOTICS WAS THE SUBJECT OF A NEWS 
ANALYSIS BY THE PRESTIGIOUS DAILY NRC/HANDELSBLAD ON 
MARCH 3, A WEEK BEFORE THE VOTE. THE PAPER ATTRIBUTED 
THE GOVERNMENT'S DESIRE TO TAKE STRONGER MEASURES 
AGAINST TRAFFICKING IN HARD DRUGS TO MINISTER VAN 
AGT'S TRIP TO THE U.S. EARLY IN 1975 AND ALSO POSSIBLY 

TO THE DEA ESTABLISHMENT IN THE HAGUE. 
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